
CHAPTER 26 
* GEORGIA * 

The 1850's saw Georgia at the peak of her "Golden Age," recognized in the South as being a 
leader in both industry and agriculture. Although her prosperity rested essentially upon large 
cotton plantations and slavery, her railroad mileage exceeded that of any other Southern state 
save Virginia, and she could boast over 50 textile mills in operation at the outbreak of the Civil 
War. 

The population of Georgia in 1850 totalled 521,572 whites and 384,613 colored; in 1860 
these figures were 591,588 and 465,698, making her one of the most populous states of the 
South. The vast majority of whites were native born of Anglo-Saxon stock; only in Savannah 
were there a sizeable number of European immigrants. Georgia's dependence upon slave labor 
had long kept her hostile to Northern views and talk of secession was heard even before our 
period commenced. 

Georgia was one of the thirteen original states and her militia by 1860 was a venerable 
institution. In that year, and apparently throughout our period, the state was divided into 13 
militia divisions, each with 2 brigades. Each brigade embraced from 2 to 12 counties, 
depending upon their population. Savannah (Chatham County) was in the 1st Brigade, 1st 
Division, which included 9 counties along the seaboard; Augusta (Richmond County) was in 
the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, embracing 4 counties. Thus the enrolled militia still retained its 
legal status but it is evident that, as in other states, it had little tangible reality. The office of 
Adjutant General had been abolished in 1840 and was not reestablished until December 1860. 

The Wunteer Militia, on the other hand, was active if ill controlled. Late in 1859 the 
Governor strongly urged that the laws be changed to recognize it as the only state military 
force. Throughout the 1850's, to judge by existing registers of militia commissions, there was 
a steady increase in Volunteer companies until 173 were on the rolls in February 1861, with 
some 35 more in the process of forming. 

Two of the Savannah companies could trace their history back to the 18th century: the 
Chatham Artillery and the Georgia Hussars. Other companies there, like the Republican Blues 
and the Volunteer Guards, were nearly as old. The Liberty Independent Troop, of Liberty 
County, dated from 179 1 , and there were companies of considerable age in Augusta and 
Macon. "- 

In January 1852 the Georgia legislature established the Independent Volunteer Battalion of c 

Savannah; four years later it was reorganized as the 1 st Regiment Georgia Volunteers. The r 

Independent Volunteer Battalion of Augusta was formed in 1856, and a similar battalion for 
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Fig. 250. Music cover, 1860, depicting the uniform of the Republican Blues of Savannah. Georgia. From 
Frederick P. Todd collection. 



Macon in 1860. An additional Savannah battalion was organized in 1860. While they were not 
homogeneous commands by even the standards of those days, the Georgia battalions indicated 
the extent to which the Volunteers had taken over the militia structure. 

Preparations for succession and for raising a state military force commenced in Georgia in 
early November 1860. In the governor's chair sat Joseph E. Brown, one of the boldest and 
most turbulent politicians in the history of the state and a fiery defender of states' rights. At his 
urging the legislature appropriated a million dollars for defense, recreated the office of 
adjutant general, authorized acceptance of 10,000 troops by the governor, and ordered the 
purchase of modem rifles and carbines for defense of the coast. Concurrently a meeting of 
Volunteer companies was held which led to a tender of their services to the state. 

A convention had been called for 16 January 1861 to decide the question of sucession, but 
two weeks before it even convened Governor Brown ordered that Fort Pulaski, near Savannah, 
be seized as a precautionary measure. This was accomplished on the 3rd by the 1st Regiment 
Georgia Volunteers under Colonel Alexander R. Lawton. On 23 January the Augusta Arsenal 
was seized without fighting by the Augusta Battalion. At the same time efforts were redoubled 
to put the state in a defensible condition. Georgia seceeded on the 19th and on 16 March joined 
the new Confederacy. 

The convention that voted for secession also authorized the governor to raise two regiments 
of 3-year men of infantry, or of infantry and artillery, to be turned over to the Confederacy as 
part of its regular forces. Recruiting stations were opened throughout the state and the 
Governor appointed most of the regimental officers. But "enlisted men" came in slowly; this 
was before war had broken out and before volunteering had become popular. Only about a 
fourth of the men needed had enlisted by mid-March and eventually the companies raised for 
both commands were consolidated to form the 1st Regiment Georgia Regulars. The regiment 
was sent to Virginia about July. 

The first Confederate call for troops was made on 9 March 1861, when Georgia was asked to 
furnish 1,000 infantry for duty at Pensacola, and 1,000 at Fort Pulaski. The governor planned 
to send the Regulars in response to this call but instead there ensued an interminable argument 
about their rights and status and nothing had been accomplished by the time the second call for 
troops came on 8 April. Nor, for that matter, were any troops sent to Pensacola until the 5th 
Volunteer Infantry went there in May. Lawton's 1st Georgia Volunteers took over Fort 
Pulaski. 

The second and third Confederate calls were received on 8 and 16 April and Georgia was 
asked to furnish 8,000 infantry. With the last call volunteering began in earnest. Before the 
year was up Georgia had supplied the Confederacy-in addition to the two 1st Regiments 
already mentioned-with the 1st-32nd Infantry Regiments, three legions, eight infantry and 
two cavalry battalions, and about ten batteries of field artillery. 

Georgia, or at least its governor, also spent much effort during 1861 in raising and equipping 
troops for local defense; we will return to these shortly. The following year saw 28 more 
infantry regiments raised or formed by consolidating battalions, plus three regiments and a 
battalion of cavalry, and three battalions of artillery. 

Only two new regiments were formed after 1862 other than through consolidations and 
reorganizations. Regiments on active duty were maintained for the first three years at fairly 
high strengths but thereafter declined rapidly. About April 1865 a considerable number of 



weak infantry regiments were consolidated; coming so late in the war these changes are not 
reflected in the order of battle which follows. 

With a few exceptions the volunteer regiments were numbered in two series---one for 
infantry and one for cavalry; there were no regiments of artillery. Battalions were numbered in 
asingle series regardless of branch; as a battalion disappeared its number was often reused. A 
battalion was considered more or less a temporary or provisional command. 

State Troops and Militia 

The story of the troops employed by Georgia for local defense is to a large extent, the story 
of controversy between Governor Brown and the Confederate government, the Georgia 
General Assembly, and even the troops themselves. The Confederate authorities, throughout 
the course of the Civil War, were at odds to some degree with each of the states concerning 
local defense, but in the case of Georgia the struggle was continuous and bitter. To the very 
end, and with much success, the Governor maintained his ideals of state sovereignty in the 
matter of appointing officers and maintaining armies. 

It is neither practical nor necessary here to review this controversy, but it  should always be 
borne in mind; it led inevitably to divisions of loyalty and uncertainties of service which 
colored the character of all the Georgia reserve elements. 

Throughout the war Georgia, or rather its governor, maintained the framework of its old 
militia organization, successfully exempting many of its officers from Confederate conscrip- 
tion. It was thus possible to use this framework for calling up men as needed, whether or not 
they were organized as militia units. As will be seen, most the state troops were not militia 
although it was then and is now extremely difficult to determine into what category many of the 
regiments and battalions fell. 

Acting under the authorization given him by the legislature in November 1860, Governor 
Brown, in the spring of 1861, raised a brigade for six months service exclusively within the 
state. Command was given to Brigidier General William Phillips. This force in time contained 
two regiments of infantry, a battalion of rifles, one of cavalry, and one of artillery. The last one 
was drilled chiefly as infantry. It was designated the Georgia Army or 4th Brigade, Georgia 
Volunteers. After acrimonious discussion with the War Department these commands were 
turned over to the Confederacy in August 1861, the infantry becoming the 18th and 19th 
Volunteer Regiments, the rifles and cavalry uniting to form Phillips' Legion, and the artillery 
battalion being converted to the 3rd Infantry Battalion. 

A new brigade, under Brigidier General George P. Harrison, was organized for defense of 
the coast in September 1861. In November this force was increased to a division with Major 
General Henry R. Jackson commanding and with two additional brigades under F. W. Capers 
and William H. T .  Walker. The men were enlisted for six months and mustered into the service 
of the state, not the Confederacy. The "1st Division of Georgia Volunteers" (or "Georgia State 
Troops," or "Volunteer Militia," as the command was variously called) contained 10 regim- 
ents and 3 battalions of infantry, 3 companies of cavalry, and the Macon German Battery of 



The creation of a Reserve Corps in all the Southern states was ordered by the Confederate 
Congress in 17 February 1864. General Cobb was assigned to raise the force in Georgia and 
again there followed a prolix argument over states rights and Brown's widespread exemption 
of militia officers. Actually, as in other Southern states, the Reserve Corps was supposed to 
absorb the militia, but the governor struggled hard to prevent this. As a result the Corps 
remained small and was confined generally to guarding prisoners at Andersonville. It con- 
tained in June 1864 about five infantry regiments and a cavalry battalion. 

In May 1864 Brown organized a new division of State Troops under Major General G.  W. 
Smith and in effect lent it, with the 1st and 2nd Regiments State Line, to General J .  E. Johnston 
and his successor, General J. B. Hood. In July he ordered into active service as individuals all 
reserve militiamen of the ages 50-55 and 16-17 years, although a sizeable number of state 
officials and employers of war industries were still exempted. On the 21st he authorized 
General H. C. Wayne, in Macon, to organize and a m  regiments at that place to go forward as 
units. These various corps comprised the 1st Division of Militia and most saw service in the 
trenches around Atlanta. Following the fall of the city Brown withdrew these men and on 10 
September granted the Division a 30-day furlough. By this time he felt sufficiently sure of 
himself and antagonistic toward the Confederacy to boast that he was retaining this state army 
in being as "the only remaining protection against the encroachments of centralized power." 

News came in mid-November 1864 of Sherman's planned march to the sea and Brown 
received authority from the legislature to call a "levy en masse of the whole male population." 
On the 19th he ordered all home defense and police commands, and most of the individuals 
hitherto exempted to report for active duty in defense of the slate. New camps of instruction 
were established at Macon, Albany, Newnan and Athens. 

Fig. 25 1 .  Uniform cap of the "Southern Rights 
Guards," c .  1860, Georgia. Courtesy of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 



The State Troops, Cobb's Reserve Corps, and Smith's Militia, hastily, reassembled, did 
what they could to stem the march, but without success. As Sherman's forces approached 
Milledgeville the governor released all convicts in the penitentiary there and organized them 
into a uniformed battalion. Over half deserted at the first opportunity. 

By midJanuary General Smith's division, then at Augusta, had shrunk to less than 1,500 
muskets due to desertion and furloughs from the governor. To the last, Brown defended his 
army against Confederate control and finally surrendered it himself on 9 May 1865. 

Although a few corps were revived earlier, it was not until after 1872 that any significant 
steps were taken to recreate the Georgia Volunteer Militia. 

The Georgia Navy 

For a brief period Georgia maintained a navy. On 16 February 1861 the Adjutant General 
instructed Commander C. M. Morris to take over an old slaver as a receiving ship and to 
commission her. At the same time he established "the Uniform of the Georgia Navy" as "the 
same as that worn by the U.S. Navy by its officers, with the exception of the buttons and Eagle 
for which will be substituted the State button and the arms of the State, the Pillars and Arches." 

For the men the uniform will be such as you suggested when here, namely: Red Shirt (flannel) with 
sky blue falling collar edged with white and anchor at comers; and sky blue cuffs with such other insignias on 
arms or elsewhere as may be usual. The trousers will be the usual Navy dark blue, and the Cap a Seaman's 
Cap, dark blue or such other color as your men prefer (without visor) and drawn by ribbon at the side in Sailor 
fashion. 

The Georgia Navy seems to have been created by the State Convention of Georgia in 
January 1861. It existed no longer than March, when its officers accepted commissions in the 
Confederate States Navy and its vessels were acquired by the Confederate government. 

From recollections of Lieutenant John McIntosh Kell and others it seems clear that Georgia 
naval officers wore their "Old Service" blue uniforms. It also is doubtful that any of the crew 
had opportunity to procure and wear the clothing prescribed by the Adjutant General. 

The Nancy Harts 

One singular Georgia organization needs at least passing mention. The Nancy Harts was a 
small group of spirited young women of LaGrange, who in 1861 banded together as a home 
defense corps and trained themselves to march and handle a musket. They supplied their own 
firearms but wore no uniforms. When not drilling they served as nurses in a local military 
hospital. 

The Nancy Harts paraded frequently and at last came face to face, just outside LaGrange, 
with a Federal cavalry force. It chanced that the Federals had a Confederate prisoner of war 
with them who was affianced to one of the Nancy Harts. According to the story, romance ruled 
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the encounter; the Confederate colonel was remanded to the ladies and the company disbanded 
without firing a shot in anger. Despite several accounts to the contrary, the Nancy Harts were 
never officially part of the military forces of Georgia. 

Clothing 

There was no uniformity of clothing among the Georgia independent companies prior to the 
Civil War, nor even among those organized into higher commands. The state issued no dress 
regulations in the 1850's and there is no indication that a battalion or regimental commander 
attempted to develop a uniform for his command until the Civil War was a reality. 

On the other hand, the slight knowledge we have of pre-1861 Georgia uniforms suggests 
that many if not the majority of the companies followed U.S. Army styles unless tied down to 
some traditional dress. Examples of blue frock coats, sky blue pants and blue forage caps are 
common, and the dress hat was not unknown. The dress uniform of the Chatham Artillery was 
old fashioned and distinctive but the fatigue uniform, adopted in February 1860, was a plain 
blue frock coat, blue pants with a broad scarlet stripe, and a blue forage cap. It was worn well 
into the Civil War. 

Mention of Georgia's industrial capacity has already been made. In 1850 there were 1,522 
manufacturing establishments in the state, and 35 of these were cotton mills. In a day when 
most military uniforms were made of wool, this was not too significant an item, but once the 
supply of wool began to dwindle cotton clothing took its place. Furthermore a textile mill 
could readily adjust to working with wool or  a wool substitute. It was natural, then, that when 
Georgia began to mobilize in November and December of 1860, she looked to her own 
industries for what she needed. On 2 March 1861 the Adjutant General was able to write: 
"About the clothing & equipage, I set our Philadelphia System going at once. If this pressure 
lasts six months longer this State will be on the high road to independence of all Northern 
factories and founderies. Everything for our Army in the way of Clothing and Equipage, 
except the order to you, is being manufactured in this State, . . ." 

The "Army" to which General Wayne referred was General Ph~llips' Georgia Army, raised 
in early 1861. The uniforms for this force (the simpler parts of which he was having made in 
Georgia and the more specialized items he was ordering from Philadelphia and New York) had 
already been specified in the one and only dress regulations issued by the state within our 
period. These regulations, issued as General Orders No. 4, 15 February 1861, referred solely 
to two regiments and two battalions of state infantry and artillery, and not to any units raised 
for the Confederate service. 

The uniform prescribed was a frock coat and pants of dark blue for officers, and of "Georgia 
Cadet gray" for enlisted men. Artillery enlisted men wore orange piping and stripes, those of 
infantry had black patches on the collar. The U.S. Army dress hat was worn, looped up with a 
Georgia button. For fatigue a blue flannel sack coat was prescribed, and officers could wear a 
blue chasseur cap. Commissioned rank was indicated by either epaulets or shoulder straps, and 
NCO's had chevrons. The orders, which were long and detailed, prescribed other items, but 



most of them closely followed U.S. Army patterns. The full text is.given in the Militarq 
Collector & Historian article cited below. Nowhere were provisions made for the cavalq 
battalion of the Georgia Army. 

We have no clear evidence this uniform was worn, but it seems safe to assume that it was and 
that issues began in April. It is also probable that the same clothing was furnished the Is1 
Regiment Georgia Regulars. About April, however, the Adjutant General wrote the state 
agent in Philadelphia: "As the Confederacy has taken charge of Military Matters, the Govern01 
says make no more purchases on our account, but wind up." Thus ended Georgia's firs! 
attempt at uniforming its forces. 

In response to the second Confederate call for troops the Adjutant General, on 10 April, 
issued an appeal for volunteer companies; each had to be "provided with a plain service 
uniform and a change of under clothing . . . knapsacks, haversacks, canteens and camF 
equipage will be supplied . . ." On 28 May he issued a circular which was more specific. Each 
volunteer was supposed to equip himself with a coat or jacket, two pairs of trousers, one 
"forage or fatigue cap," two flannel shirts, two pairs of drawers and three of socks, a woolen 
vest, "ankle or Jefferson brogans with full broad soles and low flat broad heels," two colored 
pocket handkerchiefs and one "light black necktie," one comb, one small tin cup, one iron 
spoon, one knife and one fork." Red flannel shirts, the circular concluded, were to be avoided 
as they presented an excellent mark for the enemy. "Gray or blue would be better." 

This meant the provision of clothing by local sources and all over Georgia counties, towns 
and civic groups began to make or purchase clothing and other articles for military companies 
as they were raised. Needless to say, the garments so supplied were rarely "uniform" except a1 
times on a company level. 

Actually, the state never ceased in her effort to furnish clothing, as well as arms and 
accouterments-to her state troops primarily, but also to her men in Confederate service. The 
Confederate authorities, too, were quick to appreciate the state's manufacturing potential. In 
August 1861 the Secretary of War asked Governor Brown to "make up at an early date, to the 
extent of your ability, woolen clothing to supply the needs of the Army, to be charged to the 
[Confederate] Government." He explained that the government was doing everything in it: 
power to provide clothing; despite absence of legislation, the Quartermaster General was now 
contracting for clothing. 

Throughout the state numerous small firms were soon engaged in supplying clothing 
Lathrop & Co. in Savannah employed 75 women to make uniforms of different kinds; oilclot1 
capes and other garments were manufactured in Washington; and there was a shoe factory il 
Marietta. The Milledgeville Manufacturing Co was under contract to supply woolen cloth tc 
the Confederate States. The Confederate War Department also established quartermaste 
depots in Georgia, as early as the fall of 1861. Garment shops were set up in Augusta, Atlant 
and Columbus, and shoe shops were built in Atlanta and Columbus. 

These industries continued to produce throughout the Civil War, women operators oftel 
taking the place of men. In the summer of 1864 Sherman's troops captured a cloth factory a 
Rossville which employed 400 young women. The problem of how to keep the girls and th- 
soldiers apart led Sherman to remark he would rather try to guard the whole Confederate army 

As with other supplies, recourse was had to purchase abroad. In November 1861 th 
Governor ordered from Europe, through Colonel Le Mat, 5,000 pairs of blankets and 5,00 
pairs of "sewed shoes" with nailed soles and heels, both to be of "French or English soldier' 



Fig. 252. Private. "Clinch Rifles." 5th 
Georgia Volunteer Infantry, 1861. Dark 
blue cap and frock coat, light blue trim; 
brass buttons; light blue trousers, white 
stripe; MI841 US rifle altered to take 
brass-handled saber bayonet. From 
photograph, by Michael J.  McAfee. 

Fig. 253. Sergeant of Sharpshooters, 4th Georgia Infantry, 1864. 
Medium gray cap and jacket, light blue chevrons and trousers. From 
contemporary descriptions, by Frederick P. Todd. 



pattern." But due to the blockade and other hazards these foreign purchases trickled into the 
state in a ever smaller stream. In November 1864 the governor reported he had 30,000 
"excellent soldier's blankets" in Nassau, B. W.I., and expected soon to have 5,000 suits of 
soldier's clothing, 18,000 yards of uniform cloth, and 5,000 pairs of good army shoes. There 
is no record that these badly needed supplies found their way into Georgia. 

In October 1861 the Governor wrote the Secretary of War pointing out the difficulty of 
supplying uniforms and asking if, under the act of Congress approved 30 August of that year 
the clothing would "be required in uniforms, or will any substantial woolen clothing do?"e 
Secretary replied that it was "not required that clothing furnished by States be uniform in order 
to be accepted" and went on to clarify the commutation system then in use. 

When the call was made in February 1862 for twelve additional regiments the Confederate 
government said it would furnish all clothing and equipment. But by the fall of that year the 
system had broken down to the extent that Governor Brown reported "many of the Georgia 
troops in Confederate service are almost destitute of clothes and shoes." This condition was 
generally true throughout the Confederate army and all of the Southern states were forced to 
take independent action of some sort. The governor recommended seizure of all the cloth 
factories and tanneries in the state and appropriation of "their whole products" to supply 
Georgia regiments. This was not done, but the state did move to increase its procurement of 
military clothing. 

A clothing bureau was established at Augusta under control of Captain George W. Evans, 
and a shoe manufactury begun at Marietta under Captain E. M. Field. Field found it impossible 
to secure enough upper leather for his shoes and resort was had to the use of duck as a 
substitute. In March 1863 the state Quartermaster General reported that duck "served that end 
admirably." At the same time he noted that 21 Georgia regiments and battalions in Confederate 
service had been provided by him with "hats, coats, pants, drawers, shirts, socks, shoes" and 
other items. 

Duck failed to withstand the test of winter and heavy marches, and in early 1864 Georgia 
returned to using leather for shoe uppers. A substantial quantity of hides was purchased, 
chiefly in Alabama and Florida, and over 20,000 pairs of "good army shoes" were manufac- 
tured that year. 

Despite continuing shortages of just about everything, difficulties with labor, and especially 
the problems resulting from the loss of Atlanta, the state Quartermaster General succeeded in 
providing other items of clothing in 1864 in fair quantity. Woolen blankets could not be 
purchased in the Confederacy but he manufactured 10,000 out of jeans and kersies lined with 
shirting, and secured three bales of English blankets through the blockade. He provided the 
yarn and encouraged women to knit socks at home, so securing over 17,500 pairs. A "large 
amount" of clothing was manufactured, chiefly under contract. The woolen garments were 
issued to Georgia troops while many of those made of "colored osnaburg" (principally cotton) 
were traded in Texas for raw wool. In the 12 months ending with October 1864, Georgia had 
issued 7,504 hats; 20,745 "coats" (probably jackets); 28,808 pairs of pants; 24,952 shirts; and 
37,057 pairs of shoes. She still had on hand, ready for issue: 

5,000 blankets 32,993 pairs of pants 
4,158 hats 42,026 shirts 

38,180 "coats" 15,000 pairs of shoes 



Georgia's contingent in the Confederate army, present for duty toward the end of 1864 must 
have totalled between 25,000 and 30,000 men. In the matter of jackets, pants and shirts, this 
would have amounted to an adequate supply from the state alone; blankets, hats and shoes 
were clearly in short supply; overcoats, it will be noted, were nowhere mentioned. 

Insignia 

The Great Seal of Georgia in use in the 1850's and 1860's dated from 1799. From it was 
taken the arms usually placed on state insignia, commonly called the "Arch" or the "Pillars and 
Arches." Described briefly, these showed three pillars supporting an arch bearing the word 
"CONSTITUTION." Around the pillars was entwined a ribbon identifying them, from right to 
left, as "WISDOM," "JUSTICE." and "MODERATION." Between the center and (usually) 
left pillar stood a man holding a sword, representing the aid of the military in defense of the 
constitution. An eagle with outstretched wings was sometimes perched on top of the arch. 

Variations in detail were, of course, common. Most of these were accidental although it is 
claimed that the position of the "little man" between the pillars had some significance. This 
seal was continued in use after 1872. 

Use of the state arms on military insignia was common in this period. It appeared before 
1861 on cap plates worn by the Republican Blues of Savannah and other Volunteer Militia 
corps; it was the common device on Georgia military buttons, and the only device used on belt 
and cartridge box plates. The arms, from 185 1 to 186 1 ,  were worn on dress caps as an "eagle," 
under the pompon or plume, and probably on older fashioned brass sunbursts, but there is no 
indication that they were worn on forage caps during the Civil War. 

Georgia buttons, as has been said, carried the arms (see Albert, GA 61-74). One exception 
was the button of the Irish Jasper Greens of Savannah, which showed an eagle on a harp under 
the letters "IJG." Another was the buttons of the Georgia Military Institute (Albert, CS 
273-277). And doubtless there were others, for it is fairly clear that several Volunteer Militia 
commands wore distinctive buttons before 1861. 

Buttons with the state arms varied widely in design and quality. The buttons made in the 
North in 1861 for the Georgia Army, and those manufactured in England later, were of high 
quality; those made locally during the Civil War, often in part or entirely of iron, were as crude 
as they could be. The buttons made in 1861 were undoubtedly those specified (but not 
described) in the dress regulations of 15 February, already mentioned. Three sizes were 
authorized, all with the same device, but only the .625 in. and .875 in. sizes seem to have been 
procured. 

The question whether Georgia state buttons were worn before 1861 remains unanswered. 
Belt plates were also authorized by the February regulations. For officers they specified a 

"gilt rectangular sword belt plate, with Georgia coat of arms on it." Enlisted men's plates were 
not described but patterns of them were to be made available. These latter undoubtedly were 
the oval type of common size (3.3 x 2.1 inches), with stamped brass face and lead-filled back, 
bearing the state arms within an oval ring (Gavin, figs. 102, 103). Similar plates were made for 



attachment to cartridge boxes. These oval plates are believed to have been made originally 
under contract by Emerson Gaylord, of Chicopee, Mass., and copied later locally. 

The rectangular plates prescribed by dress regulations bore the state device within a laurel 
wreath, and in this instance the eagle was perched on top. Surviving examples are made of 
stamped brass with a lead-filled back. 

More common for officers' sword belts was a round, two-piece style with state device, also 
of brass. This style was usually well made and had the appearance of English manufacture. I1 
was probably imported early in the war and copied locally later. 

Photographs indicate the wide use of brass initials on the caps of Volunteer Militia 
companies prior to 1861 ("SR," "SLG," "RB," etc.). Apparently this use was extended to 
regimental identification in 1861, for we find the caps of the 4th Infantry Regiment bearing 
initials like "W4R. 

Small Arms and Accouterments 

Similar to other states, before 1860 Georgia depended entirely upon the general government 
for weapons and related accouterments with which to equip her Volunteer Militia. By the fall 
of 1860 she had drawn her full quota from the Federal arsenals, including her share for 1861 in 
advance. Looking toward the future, Governor Brown took further steps to increase the state 
stocks of arms and accouterments, both by placing contracts in the North and by establishing 
an arms industry in Georgia itself. On 18 December 1860 he wrote as follows: 

In reply to your note of the 13th inst., enquiring as to arms & munitions of war, &, I have the honor to 
say. We have, in all, some twelve to fifteen thousands stands of small arms, of various kinds. but mostly of 
approved patterns & makes, consisting of Minnie Muskets, Rifes (U.S.). Colts & Adams' Pistols, and the 
common U.S. Musket. . . We have now sixteen hundred Sharps Patent Rifled Carbines, and have just closed 
a contract for three hundred Maynard Rifles & seven hundred Maynard Carbines. All the Minnie Rifles we 
have hitherto purchased have been new; but we recently bought 5,000old U.S. Muskets (smooth-bore) which 
had been altered from flint & steel locks to percussion. We get them at $2.50 each, and they are said to be 
good guns of the kind . . . 

Our state has recently sent a commission to the North to purchase Minnie Muskets & Rifles, but I 
learn from them that it is not probable five hundred can be found there for sale in the market, and it is now 
thought we will have to send to Europe-probably B e l g i u w f o r  both small arms & ordnance . . . 

The Sharps "Patent Rifle Carbines" referred to were probably of the Model 1859, and wen 
ones received out of a contract for 2,000 entered into with the Sharps Rifle Manufacturing Co 
Georgia paid for them in February 1861 with state bonds. The Maynards-actually 75( 
breechloading rifles of the "Fist Model" and 250 breechloading carbines of the saml 
pattern-were ordered through D. C. Hodgkins & Son of Macon, who acted as agents for thl 
state in purchasing and converting arms, and who also seem to have represented the Maynm 
Arms Co. In December 1860 the Georgia Adjutant General was also negotiating with tha 
Maynard firm for the conversion of the state's supply of flintlocks. 

These arms were not secured without objections by Northerners who foresaw the uses 8 
which they would be put. One shipment was seized in New York City by the police. I 



retaliation Governor Brown seized all New York vessels in Savannah harbor and held them 
until the weapons were released with something like an apology. 

On 26 February 1861 the state Adjutant General summarized the weapons and accouter- 
ments Georgia had succeeded in purchasing during recent months; among them were: 

5780 U.S. muskets Model 1842 
1225 U.S. rifle muskets Model 1855 
370 U.S. rifles Model 184 1 
620 Maynard breechloading rifles (without slings) 

1600 Sharps breechloading carbines 
320 "Long range Rifles with Sabre bayonet" (Model 1855 rifle) 
100 "U.S. Cavalry Carbines, rifled" (Model 1855) 
100 Enfield rifles (pattern unknown) 
400 Adams army revolvers 

1200 Colt army revolvers 
200 "Cavalry pistols" (probably U.S. Model 1842) 
264 "Cavalry sabres" 
950 Light artillery sabers Model 1840 

As rapidly as these arms arrived, they were distributed to new volunteer companies forming 
in the state. 

The Independent Volunteer Battalion of Augusta forced the capitulation of the United States 
arsenal at Augusta on 23 January 1861, in one of the earliest acts of aggression in the Civil 
War. It contained at that time 20,000 "new and altered percussion muskets," 2,000 U.S. Rifles 
Model 1841, and 714 "Hall rifles." At first these arms were issued by the state to its own troops 
but before too many had been released the arsenal was turned over to the Confederate 
government, becoming one of its official ordnance stations. Governor Brown complained in 
May 1861 that by then, with Georgia desperate for weapons, all the better arms had been 
drawn out by the Confederate authorities with only a tiny fraction allocated to Georgia. He 
refused to let his men accept the converted muskets remaining and, in one of his more 
extraordinary examples of petulance, refused to let companies take state arms out of Georgia. 

Accouterments at first offered greater problems of procurement than clothing. An order was 
placed in the fall of 1860 with the Ames Manufacturing Co. for over 1,000 sets of accouter- 
ments, which apparently arrived that winter. Later in the year Brown purchased from the 
general government specimens of the latest models of accouterments for infantry, riflemen and 

i cavalry in order to have them produced in Georgia. The work was carried out in the Georgia 
Armory, mentioned below, although some may have been done by private contract. In March 
1861, in response to the first Confederate call for 2,000 men, Brown reported he did not have 
enough accouterments to outfit a force this size although he was "having them made as fast as 
possible." 

Local manufacture of weapons came more slowly. Early in 1861 Brown established an 
armory in the State Penitentiary at Milledgeville under Mr. Peter Jones (formerly Head 
Armorer at Harper's Ferry Arsenal) where, with convict labor, all types of arms were repaired 
and a limited number of shoulder weapons and accouterments were manufactured. In Novem- 



ber 1862 the governor claimed the Georgia Armory, as the plant came to be called, could 
produce "an excellent arm at the rate of about 125 per month." One model manufactured there 
was a .58 caliber rifle, 49 inches overall, with brass fittings, marked "Ga. Armory, 1862," etc. 
The arsenal was captured and most of its contents burned by Sherman's forces in November 
1864. Among the articles destroyed were 2,300 muskets, 5,000 lances or pikes, and 1,500 
cutlasses. 

By the summer of 1861 the Governor was appealing for volunteers to bring arms with them. 
In July he called for "old muskets which could be repaired and converted" and for "good 
country rifles" that could be altered into military weapons of uniform caliber. It was his plan to 
have this work done at the Georgia Armory and by the fall of 1862 "the repairs, alteration and 
restocking of 2,519 old guns" was under way. 

Georgia, of course, attempted to purchase weapons-as well as other supplies-from 
Europe. Details of these orders are vague at best and they seem to have netted only a trickle of 
arms, coupled with endless arguments with Confederate authorities. In November 1861 Major 
Edward C. Anderson landed at Savannah with over 10,000 Enfield rifles for the Confederacy 
plus 1,100 ordered by Georgia. Brown demanded 5,000 more but the best he could do was win 
assurance that 4,500 would be distributed to General Robert E. Lee's regiments stationed then 
in the vicinity of Savannah. 

At the same time Brown ordered, through Colonel Le Mat, 2,000 Enfields, plus blankets 
and shoes. During 1862 he was unable to purchase any small arms abroad, nor could Georgia 
"get possession of much the larger portion of those purchased in England and imported." He 
estimated that about 4,300 Enfield rifles, landed at great expense, had been seized by 
Confederate officers before they reached Georgia. As a result he decided to invest no more 
money in Europe. 

Despite these difficulties Georgia was able to arm and accouter 21 regiments and 3 
battalions of the 30 or more raised in 1861. When in February 1862 the call came for twelve 
additional regiments the Confederate government contracted to furnish the arms required. 
Thereafter the attention of the governor was directed exclusively to providing weapons for his 
state troops. As a general rule these local defense men brought their own arms into service 
"which were turned into the State Arsenal where better arms were furnished to them." 
Occasionally some private arms were handed over to Confederate units. 

The following Confederate ordnance stations were established in Georgia: 

Augusta Arsenal (1861) 
Savannah Depot (1861) 
Government Powder Works, Augusta (1861) 
Macon Armory (1862) 
Atlanta Arsenal (1 862) 
Columbus Arsenal & Armory (1862) 

A curious feature of this chapter is the story of the "Georgia Pike." The pike as such had 
become known in the South through the activities of John Brown in 1859; at least 483 pikes had 
been captured following his raid on Harper's Ferry. Official adoption of the pike was the 
result, of course, of the shortage of firearms, coupled with a misguided idea on some people's 



part of its effectiveness. Mention of pikes occurs in the records of most Southern states during 
the war, but Georgia took the lead in making them. 

Governor Brown (the fact that two "Brown's" figure prominently in this story has confused 
many persons) first introduced the possibility of arming Georgia troops with pikes on 20 
February 1862. He offered $5.00 for every pike delivered to the Georgia Armory at Milledge- 
ville, where patterns were available. As the weapons began to arrive he was able in April to 
offer 1,000 "good pikes and side knives" for use of Confederate reserves at Corinth. President 
Davis asked they be sent and Brown reported 829 pikes and 321 knives had gone forward. 

Between 18 March 1862 and 26 April 1863 Georgia accepted and paid for a total of 7,099 
pikes. Fabricated by over a hundred makers-most of whom also supplied the state with side 
knives-there was considerable variety in their design. In general, however, they fell into four 
types, all with six- or seven-foot staffs of white oak, ash or hickory: 

a. A long, straight pike with a double-edged blade, ornamented in various ways, 
sometimes with a dotted outline of the Confederate flag, at others with the letters "C.S.A." 
with one star, and again with eleven stars. 

b. The three-bladed pike called the "clover leaf," also ornamented and finished in 
various designs. This was the model made by Samuel Griswold and H. Stevens. 

c. The bridle cutting pike with a reaper side knife, intended to be used against cavalry. 
The side knife was to pull the horse into position so that the other pointed blade could be used to 
dispatch the rider. The knife edge could also be used to cut the horse's bridle and render the 
horse unmanageable. 

d. The sliding pike, which had a double-edged blade 14 inches long with a handle made 
of two half-round pieces of pine, recessed to contain a blade which slipped up and down, 
controlled by a spring catch. The catch held the knife in the forward position for use or 
retracted when the soldier was marching. 

In October 1864 a total of 5,871 pikes were stored in the Georgia Armory, together with 
3,856 "knives with sheaths." Sherman's army captured the plant the month following and 
most of the pikes and knives were destroyed by fire. But some managed to survive until 1904 
when they were purchased by Francis Bannerman Sons of New York at auction. 

The presence of so large a number of pikes in an arsenal-at a time when they might have 
been in the hands of home guard units-and a complete lack of documentary evidence, leads to 
the conclusion that they were rarely carried on campaign. This was also true of the pikes 
purchased by Mississippi, Alabama and other Confederate states. Indeed, it is not clear even 
that pikes saw much service on the parade ground. One miserably armed regiment, the 31st 
Georgia, utterly refused to accept the pikes sent them by the governor. 

Finally, much the same can be said for the side knives. They could hardly have been in great 
demand. 

Colors and Flags 

No information has been found on Georgia military flags used from 185 1 to 1860 except 
those of a few small independent commands. The state arms-the "arch'-may well have 
been used but there is no indication of its official use as a battalion or regimental color. After 



artillery. Most of the men had been accepted only upon their providing "a good country rifle or 
double-barrel shot gun, or a good military gun in condition for immediate use." Actually most 
weapons and all equipage were furnished by the state. 

In December the legislature, over the Governor's protest, instructed him to tender the 
division to the Confederate government if the men would consent. Months of haggling 
followed, for Brown insisted that his four general officers should be recognized by the 
Confederacy and the men almost unanimously voted against the transfer. Passage of the first 
conscription act on 16 April 1862-just before most of the enlistments expired-somewhat 
altered the men's viewpoint and the "State army'-then in position around Savannah-was 
tendered to the Confederacy on that date. Two regiments transferred over fairly intact and 
became the 57th and 59th Volunteer Infantry. The others were consolidated to form the 54th, 
55th, 56th and 58th Volunteers. The Confederate government did not offer commissions to the 
four Georgia generals and they were left without commands. 

In early 1863 Georgia made its third attempt at maintaining a permanent state force. Under a 
joint resolution of the legislature approved 13 December 1862 two regiments of infantry were 
raised on an indefinite enlistment, to be used for guarding railroad bridges and performing 
other duties within the state. Into these were incorporated two companies of Bridge Guards, 
under Captains Galt and Howell, which had been organized earlier. The commands were 
designated 1st and 2nd Regiments, State Line, and both served to the end of the war. These 
regiments were entirely and amply uniformed, armed and equipped by the state; they were 
never mustered into Confederate service. 

Hitherto the danger of invasion of Georgia territory had been confined to the Atlantic coast, 
but in May 1863 Grant's continued pressure on Vicksburg, coupled with Confederate defeats 
along the Mississippi, turned attention in the lower South toward the west. That month 
Governor Brown issued a general call for "Military Companies of Volunteers" whose mem- 
bers were to furnish their own arms since, he said, the state had nothing but pikes and knives to 
offer. But President Davis had also seized upon this opportunity to take over the reserve forces 
of Georgia and, through centralization of command and proper organization and training, 
improve the efficiency of the Confederate forces in that area. Accordingly he made a 
requisition upon the governor for 8,000 men for service within the state, either for six months 
continuously or under the "local defense and special service" system which permitted volun- 
teers to remain at home until called out for specific duties. 

In June 1863 the governor issued a proclamation calling forth, for six-month service, this 
home defense force of men not subject to conscription, but not without a long and confusing 
correspondence with the Confederate Secretary of War. Long after the force had been raised 
there remained uncertainties as to its term and area of service, and whether or not the troops 
belonged to Georgia or the Confederacy. Major General Howell Cobb, no friend of Brown's, 
was placed in command by the President, with headquarters at Atlanta. 

This six-month force of hardly more than 4,000 men (although Brown claimed 16,000) 
contained 12 regiments, 2 legions and 23 battalions, of either infantry or cavalry. The legions 
were named, while the regiments and battalions were numbered in two distinct series 
regardless of branch. The force was usually referred to as the State Guards, to distinguish it 
from the more permanent State Line, on the one hand, and the militia on the other. Most of the 
organizations were mustered out in early February 1864; none left the state and none saw any 
fighting. 



Georgia seceeded, and before she joined the Confederacy, it was a new flag that symbolized 
her independence. When Augusta Arsenal was captured the Augusta Battalion raised, in place 
of the stars-and-stripes, a white flag with a red star in its center. Where the design originated 
and if other flags were made like it is not known. 

Regimental colors were ordered, but not described, for the Georgia Army in February 186 1. 
It is probable that the colors actually issued were the 1861 pattern stars-and-bars. A surviving 
but unidentified Georgia color is of this pattern, and includes the "arch" in the canton, inside a 
ring of eleven stars. It is a fringed, silken flag and may well represent the pattern carried by 
state troops in 1861 and later. 

At least 27 captured flags were returned to Georgia in 1905, and 15 are illustrated in color in 
Flags of the Confederate Armies, mentioned above (page 481). Seven of these 15 are the 
stars-and-bars and most of them can be identified as early issues. The rest are regulation Army 
of Northern Virginia infantry battle flags with regimental designations and battle honors. 

Governor Brown is believed to have flown an Army of Northern Virginia battle flag at his 
headquarters; this actual bunting flag is preserved at the Kennesaw Mountain National 
Battlefield Park. 

ORDER OF BATTLE: VOLUNTEER MILITIA 

Cavalry (There were at least 25 independent troops of cav in existence 1851-1861. Very little is known of their dress or 
equipment. Only four of the better known are mentioned below): 

Georgia Hussars (Savannah; disb) to 1865 
CS serv (in 2 troops): 1861-1865 j, 

Savannah Sabre Club (reconstituted) 1871-1872 U 
Georgia Hussars 1872 on 

Dress uniform of 1817, worn to 1865: blue jacket, 3 rows of silver bullet buttons with double buttons on both ends; silver 
lace on breast, cuffs, collar, etc.; silver epaulets for officers, wings for EM, rank also indicated by silver lace chevrons; /j 

I blue overalls, buttoned at ankle; crimson sash for officers; black leather helmet trimmed with white metal, silver sunburst 
and gold dragoon eagle, white horsehair plume; blue shabraque edged with silver lace. Fatigue uniform, worn to 1862: 1 

11/11 blue single-breasted jacket with 2 breast pockets, each with 3 buttons; blue forage cap and probably blue pants. Unijorm. I/) 
1871 on: gray jacket and pants, trimmed with yellow lace; brass shoulder straps; black felt hat with yellow lace and black 
feather; gray shabraque with yellow trimmings. (For uniforms worn 1862-1865 see 5th Vol Cav Regt and Jeff Davis 

Km Legion [Mississippi].) 

Governor's Horse Guards (Milledgeville) 1859-1861 1 
Dress unifarm. 1860-1861: blue jacket with 5 rowsof bullet bunons. gold lace on breast. cuffs. back. etc.; blue pants, red , 
and gold stripes; other details unknown. 

Liberty Independent Troop (Liberty County) to 1861 
CS serv (1st Vol Cav Bn and 5th Vol Cav Regt): 1861-1865 

Dress uniform to 1861: blue coatee. 5 rows of silver bullet buttons; silver lace on breast, cuffs, collar, etc.; blue or white 
breeches; black leather helmet trimmed with white metal, plate not known, white horsehair plume; black leather boots. 
Blue shabraque trimmed with red, edged with white. Fatigue dress. 1861-1865: CS standard cav dress; Sharps carbines 
and "English holster revolvers." 

Richmond Hussars (Augusta) to 1865 
CS sew (in Cobb's Legion): 1861-1865 - 



RDER OF BATTLE (continued) 

InfannyandArtillery (About 184 comps of Vol inf, riflemen, rangers and arty are recorded as existing in Feb 1861. About 25 
of these commands were included in the Vol bns listed below, the remainder were independent. Very little is known about their 
drtss; the newer comps, of course, would have hardly been distinguishable from the war comps raised later.): 

Chatham Arty (Savannah; disb) 
CS serv (Wheaton's or Claghorn's Bay): 1861-1865 

Dress uni/onn to 1861: blue tail coat; scarlet collar. cuffs and skirt facings; gold lace on breast, skirts and arms in herring 
bone design; epaulets for officers, wings for EM, rank also indicated by gold lace chevrons; blue pants with broad scarlet 
and gold lace stripes; chapeau with scarlet fountain plume; almost straight sword, white waist belt for EM. Fatigue 
uniform, 1860-1862: blue frock coat without piping, dress pants, blue forage cap with gilt wreath on front enclosing 
"C.A." over "1786; US reg arty insignia. Black felt hat substituted for cap, and dark gray pants adopted, in 1861. 
1862-1865: CS standard arty dress. 1872 on: cadet gray tail coat, scarlet collar, cuffs and skirt lining, red and gold lace on 
breast, etc.; scarlet and gold wings for EM, gold epaulets forofficers; sky blue pants, red and gold stripes; black beaver and 
patent leather cap for EM with crossed cannon, "C.A." and "1786"; scarlet cocks featherplume; blackchapeau forofficers 
with scarlet ostrich plume; EM carried rifles and white waist belts. 

Independent Vol Bn of Savannah 
1st Regt Vols (Lawton's; Olmstead's) 

CS serv: 1861-1865 
(Included DeKalb Rifles, lrish Jasper Greens, Republican Blues. Oglethorpe Light Inf, German Vols and other existing 
Vol Militia comps of Savannah--all distinctively uniformed to 1861 .) 1861: generally blue hock coat or jacket, dark or 
sky blue pants, blue forage cap. 1862-1865: CS standard inf dress. Flag of DeKalb Rifles in UDC Hall. Savannah. 

Augusta Bn (broken up) 
Augusta Bn (reorgan) 

(Included Clinch Rifles, lrish Vols, Montgomery Guards, Oglethorpe Inf, Richmond Hussars. Washington Arty-all 
distinctively uniformed.) 

Independent Vol Bn of Macon 
2nd Inf Bn CS sew: 1861-1865 

(Included Macon Vols, Royd Rifles, Spalding Greys, Columbus City Light Guard--all distinctively uniformed to 1862.) 
1862-1865: CS standard inf dress. 

Savannah Vol Guards Bn to 1861 
18th lnf Bn CS serv: 1861-1865 

Distinctively uniformed; brass belt plate bore "SVG" inside wreath. Details of clothing and dress not known. I 
Georgia Military Institute (Marietta) 1851-1865 

(Bnof Cadets on active service 1864-1865) Gray dress uniform very similar to that worn by cadets of U.S.M.A. with gray 
and white pants; for fatigue in winter: gray jacket; in summer, unbleached Russia drilling jacket and pants; blue foragecap. 
White belts. Gray surtout overcoat. Cadet officers wore chevrons. US cadet musket M1841. 

GEORGIA ARMY 

(Phillips' 4th Brigade, 1861) 

(Outtined by state in uniforms prescribed by Georgia dress regs of Feb 1861 : frock coats and pants, blue for officers, cadet gray 
forEh4; black felt dress hat with black ostrich feathers for officers; orange trim for arty, black for inf. Cav Bn probably wore gray 
jacket.) 

1st Inf Regt (Hardee's) (reorgan as 18th Vol Inf Regt) 1861 
MI842 musket. 



ORDER OF BATTLE (continued) 

2nd Inf Regt (Walker's) (reorgan as 19th Vol Inf Regt) 
M1842 musket. 

Rifle Bn (Jones' (?); reorgan as Inf Bn, Phillips' Legion) 
MI855 rifle. 

Cav Bn (Rich's; reorgan as Cav Bn, Phillips' Legion) 
(see also Cav Bn, Phillips' Legion) 
Probably Sharps carbine. 

Arty Bn (Stovall's; reorgan as 3rd Vol Inf Bn) 
M1842 musket. 

STATE TROOPS 

[ (Jackson's Division, 1861-2862, 

(Outfitted by state, patterns of clothing not known; principal types of arms carried noted below: some of the poorer arms 
replaced by Enfield rifle muskets in March 1862.) 

1st Inf Regt 1861-1862 
Mostly US M1841 rifle (Whitney and Windsor makes). 

2nd Inf Regt (Storey's (?); Barkerloo's; reorgan as 57th Vol Inf Regt) 1861-1862 
Mostly Sharps carbine; some flintlock "Derringer." "W&W Rifles," etc. 

3rd Inf Regt (Johnson's: Cowart's ?) 1861-1862 
Mostly double-barreled shotguns with buck and ball; some conversions. 

4th Inf Regt (Gant's; Neely's ?) 1861-1862 
Mostly converted muskets. 

5th Inf Regt (Mann's) 1861-1862 
Enfield rifle muskets; one comp each with "Whitney" and "Windsor" MI841 rifle. 

6th Inf Regt (Thompson's; Henderson's ?) 1861-1862 
US flintlock musket. 

7th Inf Regt (Redding's; Hunter's; Brown's; reorgan as 59th Vol Inf Regt) 1861-1862 
1st En: converted musket; 2nd Bn: "Whitney" and US rifle M1841. 

8th Inf Regt (Scott's) 1861-1862 
9th Inf Regt (Hill's; Harriss' ?)) 1861-1862 
10th Inf Regt (Davis') 1861-1862 

Mostly shotguns and country rifles. 
1st Inf Bn 1861-1862 

US flintlock musket. 
2nd Inf Bn (Taylor's) 1861-1862 

Mixture of conversions, shotguns, etc. 
3rd Inf Bn (Numally's) 1861-1862 
Clayton Dragoons (transferred to 2nd Vol Cav Regt) 1861-1862 
Bibb Cavalry (transfemd to Cav Bn, Phillips' Legion) 1861-1862 
Thomas County Dragoons 1861-1862 
Macon Geman Battery (Burghard's) 1861-1862 

STATE W E  (1863-1865) 

1st Regt (Galt's) 1863-1865 
2nd Regt (Wilson's) 1863-1865 

STATE GUARDS (1 863-1 864) 
1st Inf Regt (Dabney's) 1863-1864 
2nd Cav Regt (Willcoxon's) 1863-1864 



ORDER OF BAlTLE (continued) 

3rd Cav Regt (Toombs') 
0 4th Cav Regt (White's; Blue Ridge Tiger Regt) 
r 5th Inf Regt (Salisbury's) 

6th Inf Regt (Lofton's) 
7th Inf Regt (Lester's) 

b 8th Inf Regt (Henderson's) 
9th Inf Regt (Mell's) 

0 10th Cav Regt (Floyd's) 
1 lth Cav Regt (McIntyre's; formerly Mclntyre's Bn) 
12th Cav Regt (Robinson's; formed from Wickers' and Holsey's Cav Bns) 
Wright's Cav Regt (also called 12th Cav Regt; formerly 20th Cav Bn) 

Cherokee Legion (Rusk's) 
Floyd County Legion (Yeiser's) 
1st Inf Bn (Oliveros'; Columbus Arsenal Bn; Ordnance Bn)) 
2nd Inf Bn (McCall's; Atlanta Arsenal Bn) 
3rd Inf Bn (Lee's; Atlanta Fire Bn) 
4th Inf Bn (Whitehead's) 
5th Inf Bn (Wilson's) 
6th Cav Bn (~ulberson's) 
7th Cav Bn (Stephens') 
8th Cav Bn (Cummings'; Stephens') 
9th Cav Bn (Phillips'; McDonald Bn) 
10th Mounted Rifle Bn (Mull's; Price's; also called 9th Bn and Mounted Inf Bn) 
I lth Inf Bn (Cooper's) 

b 12th Cav Bn (Stewan's) 
13th Inf Bn (Yarbomugh's) 
14th Inf Bn (Jones'; Macon Bn) 

0 15th Cav Bn (Jones') 
16th Cav Bn (West's; Gilmer Bn; 1st Cav Bn Georgia Militia) 
17th Inf Bn (McGee's; Etowah Bn) 
18th Inf Bn (Plait's; Augusta Fire Bn) 
19th Inf Bn (Thompson's; Bivins'; Columbus City Guard Bn) 
20th Cav Bn (Wright's; expanded to form Wright's Cav Regt) 
21sl Inf Bn (Kenedy's; merged into Wright's Cav Regt) 
22nd Cav Bn (Carswell's) 
23rd Inf Bn (Cook's; Athens Bn; Athens Armory Bn; Enfield Rifle Bn) 
25th Inf Bn (Lee's; Atlanta Provost Guard) 
27th Inf Bn, Non-Conscripts (Howard's) 
Wicker's Cav Bn (merged into Wright's Cav Regt) 

RESERVES (1864-1 865) 

1st Inf Reg (Fannin's) 
2nd lnf Regt (Maddox's) 

b 3rd Inf Regt (Harris') 
4lh Inf Regt (Taylor's) 
5th Inf Regt (Cumrning's) 

b 6th Inf Regt: failed to complete organ 
1st Cav Bn (Blount's; originally organ as Stark's Cav Bn, Supporting Forces) 

:f 



ORDER OF BATTLE (continued) 

LOCAL DEFENSE TROOPS AND MILITIA COMMANDS (1863-1865) 

1st Inf Regt, Reserves (Symons'; organ as 1st Inf Bn, Reserves) 1863-1864 
1st Regt. Gwrgia Troops and Defenses, Macon (Brooks') 7 
1st Inf Regt, Local Defense Troops. Augusta (Rains') 1863-1 
1st Division. Militia (Flournoy's) 7 
1st Regt, Militia (Pilgrim's) 7 
1st Regt Light Duty Men. Macon (Rowland's) 1864- 
1st City Bn, Columbus (Jacques'; reorgan as 19th Inf Bn, State Guards) 1864 
2nd Inf Regt, State Troops (Stapleton's) 7 
2nd Inf Regt, State Troops (Storey's) 7 
2nd Division, Militia (Armstrong's) ? 
2nd Bn, Georgia Troops and Defenses, Macon (Walker's) 7 
2nd Inf Bn, Local Defense Troops, Augusta (Girardey's; Augusta Arsenal Bn; reorgan as 27th Vol Inf Bn, q.v.)  1863-1864 
6th Regt. Militia (Thompson's) 1864-? 
8th Regt. Militia (Roundtree's) 7 
10th Regt, Militia (Jones' ?) 7 
1 lth Inf Regt, State Troops (Price's) 1864 
I lth Regt, Militia (Huffs) ? 
37th Military District Regt (Cato's) 7 
Camden County Militia (Floyd's) 7 
Columbus Arsenal Bn (Harris') 1864-? 
Columbus City Bn, Local Defense Troops (WiUcins') 1864-1 
Coast Guard Bn, Militia (Gaulding's) 7 
Columbus Naval Iron Works Bn (Whiteside's) ? 
Howard's Bn: see 27th Inf Bn, State Guards 
Dorough's Cav Bn ? 

Rosweli Cav Bn (King's) 1863-1865 
Youngblood's Bn Government Mechanics. Columbus 7 
(About 43 inf comps and 20 cav comps served various short terms as local defense troops and Slate Guards.) 

Volunteer Legions 
Cobb's Legion (Georgia Legion) 1861-1864 

Inf Bn (converted to cav. 1864) 
Carried M1861 national flag without designation. Probably armed with Maynard rifle. 

Cav Bn (reorgan as 9th Cav Regt, 1864) 
Armed with Maynard rifle or carbine. 

Arty Camp 
Phillips' Legion 
W Bn (formerly Rifle Bn, Georgia Army: converted to cav, 1864) 

Initially anned with MI855 rifle. 
Cav Bn (formerly Cav Bn, Georgia Army) 

June 1861: described as "well armed, on good horses." One troop (Cherokee Dragoons) carried distinctive silk standard 
mounted on obverse of MI861 national flag. 

Arty Camp 
Smith's Legion, Partisan Rangers (fmt called 1st Regt Partisan Rangers) 1862- 1863 

Inf Bn (reorgan as 65th Vol. Inf Regt) 
Cav Bn (reorgan as 6th Vol Cav Regt) 

Both armed in part with "good country rifles and shotguns" turned over by Slate T m p s .  
Wright's Legion (reorgan as 38th Vol Inf Regt) 1861-186; 

Contained 11 inf comps and 2 arty comps. 
Now 1861: Inf comps issued Enfield rifles with saber bayonets. May 1862: sample of new uniforms for JoThompson Art: 
consisted of gray frock coat and light blue pants of "very coarse" material; both with "inferior" trimmings. 



ORDER OF BATTLE (continued) 

VOLUNTEER CAVALRY AND PARTISAN RANGERS 

1st Regt Partisan Rangers: see Smith's Legion 
1st Bn (merged into 5th Cav Regt) 
1st Bn Partisan Rangers: see 62nd Cav Regt 

2nd Regt Partisan Rangers (Hunt's): see 62nd Cav Regt 
2nd Bn (merged into 5th Cav Regt) 

3rd Bn ("Cav Command South of the Altamaha"; reorgan as 4th [Clinch's] Cav Regt) 
4th (Avery's) Regt (Georgia Dragoons; formerly 23rd Cav Bn; redesig 12th Cav Regt, 1865) 

(In Jan 1863 had only 40 guns, 180 sabers and 100 saddles.) 
. 4th (Clinch's) Regt (formerly 3rd Cav Bn) 

5th Regt (formerly 1st and 2nd Cav Bns) 
6th Regt (formerly Cav Bn, Smith's Legion) 
7th Regt (formerly 21st and 24th Cav Ens) 
8th Regt (formerly 62nd Cav Regt and part of 20th Cav Bn) 
9th Regt (formerly Cav Bn, Cobb's Legion) 
10th Regt (formed from part of 7th Confederate Cav Regt and part of 20th Inf Bn) 

r 11th Regt (formed from 30th Cav Bn) 
Initially armed with Cook cav carbine. 1865: reported as being "well clad . . . but quite uncleanly"; mounted chiefly on 
mules; deficient in anns, horse furniture, and accouterments. 

12th Reg: see 4th (Avery's) Cav Regt 
13th Regt (formed from 16th Cav Bn) 
15th Bn Partisan Rangers (merged into 62nd Cav Regt) 
16th Bn (also called 1st Bn Partisan Rangers; reorgan as 13th Cav Regt) 
19th Bn (merged into 10th Confederate Cav Regt) 
20th Bn (organ as Millen's Bn Partisan Rangers; also called 1st Bn Partisan Rangers; consol with 62nd Cav Regt to form 8th 

2191 Bn (formed from Banks' and White's Bns Partisan Rangers; consol with 24th Cav Bn to form 7th Cav Regt) 1863-1864 
23rd Bn (Georgia Dragoons; reorgan as 4th [Avery's] Cav Regt) 
24th Bn (consol with 21st Cav Bn to form 7th Cav Regt) 

30th Bn (reorgan as 1 lth Cav Regt) 
62nd Re@ (organ as 1st Bn Partisan Rangers; redesig 2nd Regt Partisan Rangers; redesig62nd Cav Regt with 3 North Carolina 

comps; broken up and merged into 8th Cav Regt) 
Banks' Bn Partisan Rangers (consol with White's Bn Partisan Rangers to form 21st Cav Bn) 
Bradshaw's Bn 

Hardwick Mounted Rifles (merged into 7th Cav Regt) 
Millen's Bn Partisan Rangers: see 20th Cav Bn 
White's Bn Partisan Rangers (consol with Banks' Bn Partisan Rangers to form 21st Cav Bn) 

VOLUNTEER ARTlLLERY 

11th Bn (Sumter Flying Arty; Cun's Bn) 
Carried MI861 national flag with "SUMTER/FLYING ARTILLERY" and picture of cannon on white bar throughout 

12th Bn Light Arty (reorgan from Ramsey's 1st Inf Regt; served as inf after 1864) 
Carried silk ANV battle flag. 



ORDER OF BATTLE (continued) 

14th Bn Light Arty (Montgomery Arty; disb) 1862- 1863 
22th Bn Heavy Arty (Siege Arty) 1862-1 865 
28th Bn Siege Arty (reorgan as inf in 1864) 1863- 1865 
Maxwell's Bn, Regular Light Arty 1863-1 864 
Siege Train (Buist's) 1863 
(There were, in addition and at various times, about 26 independent btrys in the volunteer service, chiefly of light arty. S o  far 

as is known, all wore standard CS arty dress.) 

VOLUNTEER INFANTRY 

1st Regt Vols: see Vol Militia 
1st Regt (Ramsey's; reorgan as 12th Arty Bn) 1861-1862 

Contained several older Vol Militia comps: comps distinctively uniformed at first. By July 1861 generally clothed in 
Georgia Army uniforms: gray frock coats and pants, black facings. Canied MI861 national flag. 

1st Regt Regulars 1861-1865 
Probably wore Georgia Army uniforms in 1861; gray frock coats and pants, black facings. 

1st Bn (Villepigue's; reorgan as 36th [Villepigue's] Inf Regt) 1861 
1st Bn Sharpshooters 1862- 1865 

1861-1865 
2nd Bn: see Vol Militia 
2nd Bn Sharpshooters 1862-1865 

1861-1865 
3rd Bn (formerly Arty Bn, Georgia Army; consol with 9th Inf Bn to form 37th Inf Regt) 1861-1863 

1861: armed with MI842 musket. 
3rd Bn Sharpshooters 1863- 1865 

1861-1865 
Initially armed with smoothbore musket. Called "band-box soldiers" in 1862. Comps distinctively dressed in 1861. 
chiefly in blue. Adopted fatigue uniform early in 1862, probably gray jacket and cap, sky blue pants. Comp letter and 
regimental number on cap. 

4th Bn (Mercer's; reorgan as 21st Inf Regt) 1861 
4th Bn (Stiles'; reorgan as 60th Inf Regt) 1861-1862 
4th Bn Sharpshooters 1863-1 865 

1861-1865 
Composed entirely of Vol Militia comps. all distinctively uniformed in 1861; fatigue dress furnished in 1862. 

5th Bn (Gunnels') 1861-? 
1861-1865 

MI842 musket. 
1861-1865 

MI842 musket. Carried MI861 national flag initially; later ANV battle flag. 
7th Bn (Lamar's; formerly 26th Inf Regt; expanded into 61st Inf Regt) 1861-1862 

Initially issued Enfield rifle. 
1861-1865 

Wore gray uniform in July 186 1. 
8th Bn (Warthen's): see 28th Inf Regt 
8th Bn (Littlefield's) 1861-1865 

In part armed with "good country rifles and shotguns" turned over by State Troops. 
1861-1865 

Comp G initially wore tan woolen suit with tailcoat, trimmed with black velvet. 
9th Bn (also called 17th Inf Bn; consol with 3rd Inf Bn to form 37th Inf Regt) 1861-1863 

1861-1865 
1862-1865 



G' 

I ' 

1 lth Bn (reorgan as 47th Inf Regt) 

12th Bn: see 12th Arty Bn 

1862: Enfield rifle. 
13th Bn (Phoenix Bn; reorgan as 63rd Inf Regt) 

ANV battle flag. 

18th Regt (formerly 1st Inf Regt, Georgia Army) 
1861: armed with M 1842 musket. 

18th Bn: see Vol Militia 
19th Regt (formerly 2nd Inf Regt, Georgia Army) 

1861: armed with M1842 musket. 

20th Bn (broken up and merged with 10th Cav Regt) 
21st Regt (formed from 4th [Mercer's] Inf En) 

26th Regt (Styles'; also called 13th Inf Regt) 
1861-1862: armed with Enfield rifle. 

26th Bn (Nisbet's) 

28th Regt (formed from Warthen's 8th Inf Bn) 

In part armed with "good country rifles and shotguns" turned over by State Troops. 
31st Regt (also called 27th Inf Regt) 

Ifiitially carried M1861 national flag; later ANV battle flag. Had celebrated band master who "always wore a black 
broadclolh Prince Albert suit and a high beaver hat." Indifferently armed at first, refused to accept pikes. 

32nd Regt (also called 57th Inf Regt) 
33rd Regt: failed to complete organ 
34th Regt (Johnson's; also called 591h Inf Regt) 
35th Regt (also called 4th Inf Bn) 

ANV battle flag; initially armed with conversions. 
36th Regt (Villepigue's Georgia and Mississippi Regt; formerly 1st Inf Bn; redesig 1st Confederate Inf Regt)1861-1862 
36th Regt (Glenn's; Broyles') 
37th Regt (formed from 3rd and 8th Inf Bns; consol with 54th Inf Regt) 
38th Regt (Wright's Legion) 

1861: armed with Enfield rifle. 



ORDER OF BATTLE: VOLUNTEER INFANTRY (UNION) 

(So far as is known, all Union regts were issued US reg inf clothing) 
1865: Springfield rifled muskets. 

U.S. COLORED TROOPS RAISED IN GEORGIA 
44th Regt Inf, U.S.C.T. 

1864: Springfield rifled muskets. 
136th Regt Inf, U.S.C.T. 
137th Regt Inf. U.S.C.T. 
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